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òUnited by Christ, We Reflect God's Love  

Through Joyful Service to All Peopleó  
  ð Holy Cross Mission Statement   

 
Find Us At: 

òHoly Cross Lutheran Church Omahaó 

4117 Terrace Drive, Omaha, NE  68134 
(402) 571-1622    www.hclchurch.com 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
Sundays 9:30 a.m.  
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Narrative Lectionary  
 
Beginning Sunday, August 12, we are going to start using a different lectionary for our Sunday 
morning Scripture readings. First of all, what is a ñlectionary?ò A lectionary is list of Scripture 
readings appointed to be read at worship each week. We currently use the Revised Common 
Lectionary (RCL). The RCL is a three-year cycle of Sunday readings in which Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke are read in successive years with some material from John read in each year. Along 
with the assigned Gospel readings, there are three other assigned readings: an Old Testament 
reading, another reading from the New Testament, and a Psalm. The RCL is based around the 
Liturgical Calendar. (The Liturgical Calendar divides the year into a "church seasons" of Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost.) 
 
Because the RCL is based on the Liturgical Calendar, the assigned readings are not in 
chronological order. For example, February 4 was the last Sunday in Epiphany and our Gospel 
reading was from Mark chapter 1. The next Sunday was Transfiguration Sunday and our 
reading was from Mark 9. The following Sunday was the first Sunday in Lent and we were back 
in Mark chapter 1. The next Sunday, Lent 2, we read from Mark chapter 8. The Old Testament 
readings from the RCL are likewise not in chronological order because they are chosen to fit the 
theme of the Gospel readings.  
 
The Narrative Lectionary (NL) was developed with the goal of reading both the Old Testament 
and the Gospel stories of Jesus in chronological order. The NL is four-year cycle of readings, 
one year for each of the four Gospels. Each week, two texts are assigned -- a preaching text 
and an accompanying text. Between September and mid-December, the preaching texts will 
move us chronologically through the Old Testament, with an accompanying Gospel reading that 
matches the theme of the Old Testament reading. In mid-December, the preaching text will 
switch to a chronological reading of the Gospel of Matthew. We will read our way through 
Matthew concluding the Sunday after Easter. 
 
As mentioned above, the assigned readings of the Narrative Lectionary do not begin until 
September 9. In order to prepare us for our chronological reading of the Old Testament, we will 
have a special three week sermon series beginning August 12. On August 12 we will review the 
entire Old Testament time line. On August 19 we will consider the narrative arc of the Old 
Testament. On August 26 we will consider the two creation stories. 
 
I am very excited to begin using the Narrative Lectionary. I am specifically looking forward to 
reading through the Old Testament in chronological order. I believe working our way through the 
Old Testament from beginning to end will give us a much clearer sense of the arc of the 
narrative. In other words, we will see and understand the over-arching story and themes of the 
Old Testament. I believe a better understanding of the Old Testament will give us a better 
understanding of Jesus. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Jim 
 
P.S. We return to our regular worship schedule on Sunday, September 9: 8:30 a.m. Traditional 
Worship, 9:45 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Forum, 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship. 
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 Hʺ˗ʦ Crosʟ H˛ɵec˛˙˔nʐ 2018 
 

Sunday, August 12 
Pie-on-the-Fly at 10:45 a.m. 

Do you make the best pie ever? Are you willing to put your world-famous 
recipe on the line?!?  On August 12 you will get your chance to compete 
to WIN. Distinguished judges with impeccable taste buds will be judging 
the pie entries awarding 1

st
, 2
nd
, and 3

rd
 prizes. Would you rather bring a 

pie but not enter the contest? You can sign up for that, too. Have your pie 
here no later than 10:15 a.m. 
 

 

Sunday, August 19 
Backpack, Briefcase, Diaper Bag,  
You name it Bag Blessing 9:30 a.m. 

Your backpack or other bag is one of your most important 
items as it carries everything that you need: laptops, books, 
notebooks, pens/pencils/crayons, calculators, and that 
huge project that you have been working on for two 
months! It carries a lot of responsibility! Bring your 
backpack or other bag to worship, Sunday, August 19.   

 
 
 

Sunday, September 2, 9:30 a.m. 
Labor Day Weekend Outdoor Worship Service 

To celebrate the Labor Day weekend, we will join together for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. on the lawn. Bring your lawn chair (or 
chairs will be available for you) as we worship in the beautiful 
outdoors. Worship will be held inside should the weather not 
cooperate. The service will be followed by a Potluck Brunch. 
Please bring a brunch item (e.g. fruit, muffins, coffee cake, egg 
casserole) to share. Coffee & juice will be provided. Please let 
the office know if you are able to be here by 8:45 a.m. to 
help set up outside for worship. 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 9 
Sunday School Kick-Off at 9:45 a.m. 

September 9th just doesnôt get any better! Not only is it the 
Neighborhood Block Party, but itôs Sunday School Kick-Off too! 
Letôs kick-off the new Sunday School Year at 9:45 a.m. You will meet 
your teachers and talk about what a great year is in store for you.  
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We Are Off and Running! 
 

I know that it is only August, but September is just around the corner which means things are about 
to be super hopping here at Holy Cross Lutheran Church! Here is what is happeningé. 
 
Wednesday, September 5:  R&R for K-5

th
 Grade is up and going!  

At 6:00 p.m., Kingôs Kidsô Choir meets at 6:00-6:25 p.m. through the end of April.  The 
choir will sing once a month and sing for special occasions such as Christmas 
programs, Christmas Eve, Palm Sunday, and the end-of-the-year Program.  At 6:30 
p.m., we will go to Youth worship with Pastor Jim.     

At 7:05 p.m., Radical Ringers will convene and rehearse to 7:30 p.m.  They will ring at 
the same time the Kingôs Kidsô Choir sings.   

Thursday, September 6:  Our Adult Chancel Choir and Carolon Bell Choir begin 
rehearsals. 
Carolon Bell Choir meets Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The 
bells will play once a month in Worship and on special occasions such as Christmas 
programs, Christmas Eve, Lent, and Easter.  It is a fun group.  If you are interested in 
becoming a ringer, please contact me.   

Chancel Choir meets at 7:30 p.m. each Thursday preparing selections for each 
Sunday.  The choir has one Sunday off per month.  The Chancel choir sings for all the 
special occasions of the church year. Please donôt hesitate to contact me if you are 
interested in becoming part of the choir.    

Sunday, September 9:  Sunday School Singers meet at the end of the Sunday School 
hour from 10:30-10:45 a.m.  We will learn songs that will be sung throughout the year in our 
worship services and at special times of the year.    

Sunday, September 16: Youth Bell Ringers (6
th
- 12

th
 grades) will meet at 12:15 p.m. to see if 

there is an interest in making this happen.  I am VERY interested in making this happen.  Be 
ready to rock away! 

Worship Leaders at the 11:00 a.m. Service:  You are invited to be a part of our Worship 
Leaders for the 11:00 a.m. service.  Singing or playing, I would like to talk with you.   

 
Maybe you are not interested in being a part of an ensemble, but you sure do like to sing.  I am 
most certainly going to encourage you to make a joyful noise in the congregation!  Thank you for 
making music here at Holy Cross Lutheran!  
 
Musically yours, 
 
Becky Jones  
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JUNIOR HIGH 
August 26: Parents of incoming 6th-8th graders and students are invited to join 
us for our Confirmation Meeting at 10:45 after the service.  We will be discussing 
the upcoming year and expectations. Please plan to join us! 

 

September 5: Confirmation begins! This yearôs schedule is as follows: 

  6:00 - 6:25   Confirmation (part 1) 
  6:30 - 7:00   Worship 
  7:05 - 7:30   Confirmation (part 2) 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
September 5: Youth Group begins! Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 PM for 
Youth Worship, followed by Youth Group at 7:05 PM! 

 

 

WAYS TO SERVE 
August 16: Food Pantry & Co-op! Our Food Pantry serves our community the 
third Thursday of every month. They always need help setting up, and helping 
community members get their food. Sign up on the wall in the Narthex! 

 

September 9: Block Party! We could use help in all areas! There is a sign up 
sheet in the Narthex! Join us for some FUN as we turn our front lawn into a party! 
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Sunday School Teacher Meeting: If you are interested in helping with 
Sunday School, we will be meeting August 12 at 10:45, following worship. 

 
Sunday School Kick Off: September 9th! 

 
We are so excited to kick off another year of Sunday School! Watch your emails 

and mailboxes for information regarding the upcoming year! 
 

See you in September!! 

Camping at Carol Joy Holling 
We are planning our campout again this year. All are invited 
to come and enjoy delicious food, fellowship and FUN!!! It will 
be September 21, 22 & 23 at Camp Carol Joy Holling in 
Ashland. Check-in is after 4:00 p.m. on September 21 and 
check- out by 1:00 p.m. on September 23. There will be 
worship at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday. Cost is $15 per night for 
tent camping, $25 per night for RV. We like to come together 
for meals on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. 
Attendees are asked to bring side dishes for those meals. 
Also, a $10.00 donation is asked per family to offset the costs 
of the main entr®e.  Look for sign-up sheet and more details 
on poster in the Narthex. 
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A special note of thanks to the owners of the Great Harvest Bread Co. for their 
generous donation each week of bread for communion. This is part of their 
ministry to several area churches in return for our faithful prayers for them and 
their employees. 

Day-End Dough-Nation Program 
Holy Cross is fortunate to participate in the Day-End Dough-Nation Program. We pick-
up unsold bakery products from one of their locations once a week. The bakery 
products are then prepared and frozen for the clients of the food pantry. We are proud 
that Holy Cross is a participant in this program. Kudos to Panera for not disposing of 
the unsold product, but rather giving it to people who are truly in need.  

Table Grace Caf® nourishes hungry bodies and souls, and is 
supported by Holy Cross and other ELCA congregations. Table Grace 
serves great food to anybody who walks in their door, with no set prices, 
and no cash register! Patrons are instead asked to make a donation and 
encouraged to be generous. Diners who cannot pay may instead 
perform chores for the caf®. Table Grace also offers an internship.  

Those who enroll complete a two-week course in restaurant services and are then given job placement 
assistance. Table Grace also caters, so if your group wants to offer food for an event, please give them a 
call. We encourage everybody to stop by for lunch once in a while! Table Grace is located downtown at 1611 
Farnam St., and theyôre open Mon. ï Sat. from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

Family Fare Receipts  
 

For every $150,000 in receipts collected, Project Hope Food Pantry will earn $1,000.  
Receipts are being collected in the envelope on the Narthex bulletin board. 
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Project Hope Food Pantry 
The pantry is August 16 from 5:00 until 7:00 pm. Volunteers and 
coupons from the weekly newspaper ads are needed! Contact Dave 
Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net. 
 

§ General Donation Needs: peanut butter, chef boyardee, 
juice, canned and dried fruit, rice, sugar, brownie/cake mix, 
cereal, shampoo, laundry soap, household cleaning 
supplies. 

§ Volunteers needed to help out on pantry night. Please use 
the sign-up sheet located on the east wall of the Narthex. 

 
Project Hope Food Pantry envelopes are available in the pew pockets for 

monetary donations.  
Because of the increasing need for pantry volunteers, Holy Cross members are now being 
asked to please sign up for pantry duty, which is held from 5-7 p.m. on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. So, please use this opportunity to 
volunteer. Questions? Contact Dave Magnuson at davemagnuson@cox.net.   
Thank you! 

Centering Prayer Group 
Wednesdays  1:40-3:00 p.m.  

This group meets in the Cross Center here at Holy Cross. Centering Prayer is a method to 
move beyond conversation with Christ to Communion With Christ and to hear His voice 
speak to us. This is a time of quiet listening and a short video. This is a practice that 
through listening to the Word of God, we can open our minds and our hearts to the Voice of 
God.  

Nebraska Synod Assembly Recap 
 

June 7, 2018  
 
Pastor Jim, Mike and Paula McDonald attended the 2018 Nebraska Synod Assembly held at the 
Younes Center in Kearney, NE from May 31-June 2. This yearôs Assembly had the theme of 
Building on the Foundation. Included in the business sessions at this Assembly was the Bishopôs 
election which resulted in the re-election of current Bishop Brian Maas. Bishop Maas will serve 
the Nebraska Synod for another six years. He won on the first ballot. Guests speakers, Bill 
Horne, ELCA Vice President and Rev. Dr. Chris Alexander, Associate Minister & Director for 
Center for Faith Studies at Countryside Community Church gave presentations during the 
Festival sessions. To view any of the business or festival sessions from this yearôs Assembly 
visit the Nebraska Synod YouTube page.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to represent Holy Cross at the Assembly.  We enjoyed 
participating and getting to know more about the ELCA Nebraska and World Church. 
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Site Celebration A site celebration reception provided an 
opportunity for neighbors, coalition members and Habitat 
Omaha staff to visit the new house under construction and to 
meet and interact with each other and the future 
homeowners, Shafiq and Humaira. This event was held on 
July 28

th
, the first scheduled volunteer construction day. 

 

 

Volunteer Sign-up Construction volunteers are still needed.  You can access the construction 
schedule and sign up for work days at:  https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilder2018.  Enter the 
reservation code fb2018 and click ñApplyò to proceed with sign up.  Contact Chuck if you need 
assistance or want a hard copy volunteer form.   
 
 Upcoming construction days:   
  Saturday, August 4;  Friday, August 10;  Saturday, August 11;  Saturday, August 18;   
  Saturday, August 25;  Saturday, September 1 
 

Holy Cross Food Day  
On Friday, August 10, Holy Cross will 
provide and serve food for the on-site 
construction volunteers. Thanks to those 
that have signed up to provide food.  
Please bring your items to the Holy Cross 
kitchen by 5:30 on Thursday, August 9.  
There are still a few items needed.  A sign-
up sheet is posted in the narthex if you 
wish to provide any of the needed items.  I 
would appreciate one or more volunteers 
to assist with set up and serving of food. 
 
T-shirts  Thanks to those that purchased Faithful Builder 25

th
 year t-shirts.  If you would like 

one these shirts, please contact Chuck with the size you want.  I will contact other coalition 
churches to see if they have extras. 
 
Donations Thanks to those that have made cash donations to Habitat.  If you wish to donate, 
envelopes addressed to Habitat are available in the rack in the Narthex that are marked so that 
Holy Cross will receive credit for your donation.  You can also give Chuck your donation and he will 
get them to Habitat.   

 

For more information, contact: 
Chuck Plummer  402 496 2012 ccplummer@cox.net 

https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilder2018
mailto:ccplummer@cox.net

